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May Meeting - Submitted by Jim Jackson, Program Chair 

Our 01 May 2018 meeting will be at our annual Southern location – The Island Way Restaurant on Oak Island, 

beginning at 1130 hours.  Our luncheon is priced at $20, which includes the entrée of your choice, soft beverages, 

coffee and tea.  Cocktails, beer and wine are available for purchase. Luncheon entrees will be selected and paid 

for at check-in. Directions are shown below. 

 

Our program for May will feature MG Peggy Wilmoth, USA (Ret.), former Deputy Surgeon General.  Currently 

a Professor and Executive Dean at the School of Nursing at UNC-Chapel Hill, MG Wilmoth will discuss ad-

vances in battlefield medicine and treatment options from Viet Nam to present. 

 

Please RSVP NLT Friday, 27 April, to JoAnn Doleman via email: jdoleman522@gmail.com, or 910-540-

8459. 

 

How Do I Get to the May Oak Island Luncheon Meeting????? 

If you travel Route 17 S: 

• Cross the Cape Fear Bridge/Holmes Bridge/421 S, head to Routes 74/76/17 through the construction 

area in Belville/Leland. 

• Continue on 17 S. 

• At Mile Marker 31, take a left off of 17 S and go through the town of Bolivia on Old Ocean Highway/ 

17 Bypass (about a mile and a half). 

• Just past the BB&T bank on the right, take the next left onto Midway Road.  

• Stay on Midway for 7 miles and at the light at the junction of Route 211, cross over 211 and continue 

another 5 miles to the Swain’s Cut Bridge which gets you on Oak Island.  You are now on Middleton St. 

• Follow Middleton for about a mile and it will “T” at a stop sign for Beach Drive.  Take a left on Beach 

Drive and the Island Way Restaurant is at 1407 Beach Drive. 

If you take the Ferry: 

• Once off the ferry, follow the road to Moore St. take a left onto Moore St. 

• Go into Southport and at the traffic light, take a right turn on Howe St. 

• Follow Howe until it turns into Route 211.  Stay on 211 past the main entrance to St James Plantation. 

• Go another 3 miles to the next traffic light and take a left onto the road heading towards Oak Island. 

• You will go 5 miles to the Swain’s Cut Bridge, then the instructions are the same as those driving 17 S. 

 

Upcoming Programs for Remainder of 2018 

• 1 Jun 2018 Annual Pig Pickin’ – Hugh McRae Park, Wilmington (Friday evening event) 

• July, Aug Summer break 

• 4 Sep 2018 TBA 

• 19 Oct 2018 Special dinner in Ward Room onboard USS North Carolina 

  (in conjunction with North Carolina Council of Chapters quarterly meeting) 

• 6 Nov 2018 TBA 

• 4 Dec 2018 Special Holiday Program – The Harmony Belles at Bluewater Grill 

 

 

mailto:bruddeas@gmail.com
mailto:jdoleman522@gmail.com
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Message from SENCLAND Chapter President, Ken Klassen 

For those who missed our April meeting at Bluewater, the following are a few highlights of recent and coming 

events.   

• Our April speaker was David Garrigus, producer of acclaimed documentaries, who is currently creating 

one about the history of the US Constitution, to be released to national media in 2020.  He showed clips 

from his production featuring historians speaking of events from 1783-1791, and reenactors playing the 

parts of the founding fathers during the formative years after the American Revolution. 

• We recognized Sally Semmler for her years of service to our Chapter.  She and husband Paul joined 

SENCLAND in 2004.  Paul was an active member and past Service Director for the USAF.  Sally is 

moving to Northern VA later this spring to be with her son Scott and his wife.  She will  

be missed. 

 

    
April “US Constitution” Presenter David Garrigus Recognition of Sally Semmler’s Chapter Service 

 

• June 1st is our annual Pig Pickin’ at Hugh MacRae Park in Wilmington.  We plan a full evening of en-

joying camaraderie, southern BBQ with beverages, awarding of scholarships to JROTC recipients, and 

recognizing last year’s recipients of scholarships for Veteran students in Allied Health and Nursing at 

area community colleges and UNCW. There will also be a Missing Man Ceremony presented by Past 

President Jeri Graham and husband Ed Baisden. Keep your eyes open for information about how to 

RSVP for this event, and how to handle the required payment-in-advance. 

• Please remember to continue donating toward scholarship and outreach needs. Your Board of Directors 

has set a goal of increasing distribution by $5400 over 2017 and we are making excellent progress to 

date.  You can bring your contributions to luncheon meetings, send checks to SENCLAND, P.O. Box 

10015 Wilmington, NC 28404, or go to www.SENCLAND.org and use electronic donation options in 

the HOME or MEMBERSHIP Tabs. 

Special Events – Submitted by Ed Sullivan, Special Events Coordinator 

SENCLAND Special Event - Friday July 13th, Beginning at 5PM on Battleship North Carolina  

 

Please RSVP as soon as possible.  We will begin with a Potluck dinner and gathering at 5 PM at the Riverside 

Cabana in the Battleship Park, followed by the 7 PM performance of "The Caine Mutiny Court Martial", per-

formed by the Thalian Association Community Theater, on the fantail of the Battleship NC.  Reserve your tick-

ets before the April 30th deadline by going to the SENCLAND News and Events Link HERE  and selecting the 

PayPal button. Or you can copy this link and paste it in a new browser:   http://sencland.org/_news.php  

http://www.sencland.org/
http://sencland.org/_news.php
http://sencland.org/_news.php
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What:  Potluck Dinner and Theatrical Performance of the Caine Mutiny Court Martial. 

When Friday July 13 at 5PM. Performance starts at 7 PM with seating by 6:30PM. 

Cost: Special Military Pricing.  $16.84 per ticket, which includes all taxes and fees. 

RSVP: All tickets must be purchased online by Monday April 30th.  

 

Please call Ed Sullivan with any questions at 910-599-1595 

 

Veterans Affairs – Submitted by Bob Doleman, Secretary 

As previously noted, New Hanover County Veterans Council supported the Veterans Stand Down/Veterans 

Benefit Action Center that took place 22-24 March at the Elks Club, with excellent participation by those with 

VA claims and those needing other assistance. On 14 April there was a long contingent of veterans’ groups in 

the Azalea Festival Parade, continuing that excellent tradition.  Plans for Memorial Day and 4th of July ceremo-

nies are currently underway and will be announced in time for potential participants to prepare. 

 

Legislative Affairs - Submitted by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair 

In Washington news, 18 April 2018 is the day for MOAA’s annual “Storming the Hill” campaign. On this day 

MOAA national and state representatives gather in Washington to meet with House and Senate representatives 

to advocate for MOAA’s Legislative Goals. Later in the year, MOAA will testify before the House and Senate 

committees considering the FY 2019 Defense Authorization and Appropriations Bills.  

Veterans Administration leadership remains in transition.  Following David Shulkin’s departure as VA Secre-

tary in March, President Trump nominated RADM Ronny Jackson, USN, as his replacement and appointed 

Robert Wilkie, Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness, as Acting Secretary.  RADM Jack-

son’s confirmation hearings are not yet scheduled. Without permanent leadership at the VA, important legisla-

tion that was not included in the FY 18 Appropriations law is likely to be stalled. This legislation includes: 

modernization of the VA health care system; expanding assistance to caregivers of disabled veterans; expanding 

care and services for women veterans; improved support and care related to suicide prevention and traumatic 

injuries; increased research and compensation regarding deployment-related illnesses and toxic exposures; im-

proved protections for Post-9/11 GI Bill recipients; and military spouse residency support and transition pro-

grams. I will keep you updated on these issues. 

Things remain quiet at the state level. The NC General Assembly will convene for the Short Session on 6 May 

2018.  Under rules established for the Short Session, neither HB 103 nor the similar S 153 bills for retiree tax 

relief are eligible for consideration, so it’s likely these initiatives are dead for this legislative year. Several bills 

of military, retiree or Veteran interest are eligible for consideration in the Short Session. These include bills ad-

dressing DAV license plates and fees for both motorcycles and cars, easing teacher licensing requirements for 

military spouses moving to NC, and reporting abuse of military children to appropriate Armed Services agen-

cies. We will have to wait to see if any of these eligible measures will actually be heard. 

 

One other state note.  If you have not yet upgraded your standard NC Driver’s License to the “NC Real ID” li-

cense, I recommend that you do so.  While NC licenses are still currently usable for TSA and military base ac-

cess requirements, changes are occurring over the next 18-24 months that could leave you unable to board an 

aircraft or enter a military facility if you fail to deal with this. The “Real ID” upgrade is easy at a local DMV 

office, but check the web site at  https://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/ before you go for the documents you must bring 

to obtain the new license.  You can also access detailed information on the Department of Homeland Security 

website by searching for ‘real id FAQ’s’. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/
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Chapter Membership Dues – Submitted by Dave Gould, Treasurer and Al Schroetel, Membership Chair  

2018 SENCLAND Chapter Dues were payable in JANUARY. 

If you have a question about your payment status, please contact Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net,               

or 910-686-6905.   

 

Our Chapter derives its funding for Chapter activities almost exclusively through membership dues. The annual 

dues ($20 for members and $15 for surviving spouses) are among the lowest in the State. Chapter dues pay for 

representational items at military and veteran functions, special events like our WWII, Korean War, and Vi-

etnam Veterans’ Recognitions, MOAA logo gifts for luncheon speakers, membership in the North Carolina 

MOAA Council of Chapters, website maintenance, mailing costs, and other operational expenses.  

Dues are waived for the following two categories of members:   

• All members 90 years of age or older  

• New chapter members for the remainder of the calendar year in which they join; thus, if a member joins 

in January, dues are waived for the entire year. 

As you make your payment, please also consider including a donation to the Chapter's Outreach and Scholar-

ship Programs that provide for support for local veterans and military members and their families, as well as 

Junior ROTC Scholarships and Veterans Allied Health Curriculum and Nursing Scholarships. 

There are two ways to pay your dues and make donations: 

On-Line: 

Open the Chapter's website, http://www.sencland.org, Click on the word “Membership” in the menu on the left 

side of the home page.  On that new page, there are two separate choices; one is to pay Chapter Dues, the other 

is to make a Donation. Continue by clicking on the appropriate "Buy Now" button and follow the prompts.  If 

you have questions about this process, please contact Chapter Treasurer Dave Gould, at  

dgould321@yahoo.com or 910- 319-7021. 

Mail in a Hard Copy: 

Please print the following form and mail your dues and donations to:  SENCLAND CHAPTER MOAA 

                                                                                                               P.O. Box 10015 

                                                                                                               Wilmington, NC  28404 

Name: _____________________________________ Address: __________________________________ 

                                                                      __________________________________ 

Email Address: _____________________________ 

Telephone number _________________                                               Dues $__________ 

                                              Donation  $__________ 

                                              Total $__________ 

Please indicate where there are changes such as phone number or a new address.  You may also bring the com-

pleted form and payment to the monthly luncheon.  

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net
http://www.sencland.org/
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Membership Updates 

We are pleased to report that the following are new SENCLAND Chapter members: 

  

Dick Butler, CDR, USN (Ret.). Dick and Leslie live in Wilmington 

Wendie Conjura, Capt, USAF (Ret.). Wendie lives in Wilmington 

David Everette, CDR, USN (Ret.). David and Christi live in Delco 

Bill Moore, LTC, USA (Ret.) Bill and Crystal live in Wilmington 

Lori Nichols, LTC, USA (Ret.). Lori lives in Castle Hayne 

  

Please continue to invite friends and neighbors that are current, former or retired military, Public health or other 

Uniformed Service members to a luncheon so that they can benefit from participation with the Chapter. Virtu-

ally all guests that have attended in the past have joined, keeping the Chapter strong, purposeful and fresh. 

 

Interesting Naval History on Ocracoke – Submitted by Al Schroetel, Membership Chair 

Many Chapter members may recall the interesting presentation we had in March 2017 from Ben Steelman, Con-

tributing Editor of the Star News on the subject of German submarines sinking US Merchant shipping off the 

coast of NC during 1942.  Al Schroetel receives a daily newsletter from the NC Coastal Federation, a recent 

edition of which ran a fascinating detailed article on the same subject.  Here’s the link about ‘Operation Drum 

Roll’ for your reading pleasure -  https://www.coastalreview.org/2018/03/operation-drum-roll-ocracoke-during-

wwii/. 

 

JROTC Scholarships and Outreach Support – Sub. by LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship Chair  

We would like to recognize the following Chapter members who have donated to the Scholarship/Outreach pro-

grams in the current quarter:     

 

Mary Baggett    Tom Connolly *  Emma Dineen * 

Gaython Eaton   Dag Egede-Nissen  David Foster * 

Reva Gombein   David Igelman   Joseph Kinzer 

Bill Paschall    Joseph Miller   Leslie Petty 

Ann Polanski    Sally Semmler *  Catherine Snyder 

Howard Usher 

 

        * $100 to $199  
        ** $200 or more 

   

Please considering making a donation to these worthwhile projects now.  We are already receiving scholarship 

applications from JROTC units and are always accepting applications for outreach support. Thank you again to 

all of our generous contributors.  

 

This month I received the following emails from two previous scholarship recipients.  Thought you might like 

to see what they shared with me. 

 

Good Afternoon Sir, 
Since earning the MOAA Scholarship in 2016, I have been attending NC State University as a Civil 
Engineering major. I am also a midshipman in the Naval ROTC unit.  
The scholarship itself has greatly helped me over the past two years, enabling me to maximize my 
time and effort on my academic studies without having the worry of covering other school costs, such 
as room and board.  

https://www.coastalreview.org/2018/03/operation-drum-roll-ocracoke-during-wwii/
https://www.coastalreview.org/2018/03/operation-drum-roll-ocracoke-during-wwii/
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Additionally, the scholarship has allowed me to focus more of my attention on my professional devel-
opment as I train to become an effective Naval Officer.  
I’d like to thank you all again for this opportunity you provided, as it has led, and will continue to lead, 
to many more opportunities for me to serve our nation. 
 
Very Respectfully, 
MIDN 3/C Victor Olson 
Naval ROTC 
Civil Engineering 
NC State University 
 
Dear LTC Hanna,  
The MOAA scholarship has helped me with my first year at college by paying for my textbooks, online 
schoolwork, and general items for daily life. It helped to cut a significant portion of expenses out of my 
first year at college. 
 
Thank you, 
Thomas Wallace (2017 Recipient) 
 

JROTC Leadership Awards Support 

We have started receiving dates for the upcoming JROTC Leadership Award presentations.  Three presentations 

have already occurred, with two coming up this week.  I have volunteers for several of the May dates and am 

working to gather the remaining dates.  I will be contacting people as I get the dates and will have the dates 

available at the May meeting.  If you are interested in making a presentation, please send me an email at  

MACHanna@aol.com and I will make sure I get the possible dates to you. 

I will be working on other schools before this newsletter hits the streets but won’t have them before publication.  

If you presented last year, please let me know if you will not be available.  I will start with those of you who 

have helped in the past.   Thank you to all of you who support these very visible and worthwhile programs. 

 

National MOAA Membership 

 While national MOAA membership is not required to join a local Chapter, we do encourage it because of na-

tional MOAA's mission to preserve and protect the entitlements and benefits of current and former military 

members and their families. In essence, the national MOAA organization is our voice in Congress. 

  

 Here is how their website describes this mission: 

"MOAA's mission is to improve the lives of those who serve and their families, which is achieved largely 

through the tireless advocacy efforts taking place in our nation's capital. MOAA's experts in Washington are 

there to support legislation that benefits the military community and are equally vigilant when fighting to stop 

legislation that threatens our livelihood. The larger our numbers, the greater our voice. " 

 

Most of the SENCLAND Chapter members are already National MOAA members. If  you are not a member of 

National MOAA but would like to support its mission simply go to: http://www.moaa.org/Content/Join-

Moaa/Why-join-Moaa.aspx 

 

SENCLAND Chapter Website Information 

 If you have logged onto the Chapter Website (www.SENCLAND.org)  over the past few months, you have 

read coverage about a busy summer of special events plus legislative updates.  There are numerous pieces in the 

News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery and Our Heritage tabs for your review.  Also, numerous 

http://www.moaa.org/Content/Join-Moaa/Why-join-Moaa.aspx
http://www.moaa.org/Content/Join-Moaa/Why-join-Moaa.aspx
http://www.sencland.org/
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new members have joined and their contact info is available in the roster that is available to members only.  If 

you need help logging onto the website for roster info, please call or email Ken Klassen, Webmaster, at 910-

791-3999 or kwkswk@att.net. 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 

Chapter Chaplain Charles Lewis sends this reminder - In the event of a serious illness, or a death, in the case of 

a Chapter member or spouse, please make sure to let our Chaplain know of the specific mailing address for fam-

ily members who should receive get-well or sympathy cards from SENCLAND Chapter.  This is a vital com-

munication process - we want our membership to know that we sincerely care. 

 

Editorial Policy and Comments 

The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an affiliate of the 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are inde-

pendent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations.  As a part of MOAA’s efforts to advance legisla-

tion and budgets that would be in the best interests of military members, retirees, and their families, there is an 

ongoing initiative to create awareness on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways to 

give their input to state and national legislators.  The following link will take you directly to MOAA’s legisla-

tive activities and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.  

 

SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice 

Our newsletter is published monthly (except July & August) in sufficient time to provide information on up-

coming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value to you, but we do not aim to compete with established 

print, broadcast, or online media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in Military 

Officer each month. What we want to do here is keep you informed about the chapter and our SENCLAND ef-

forts to stay connected with each other and support our local military and veteran communities. 

To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. Simply send your 

notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Brud Deas, (bruddeas@gmail.com) as you collect them. Eve-

rything submitted by the 15th of the month will be considered for inclusion in the following month’s newsletter. 

All items are subject to editing.  

SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. You can see a full listing 

of current sponsors at the end of each newsletter. Soliciting sponsorship in this way provides a way to recognize 

our sponsors while allowing us to keep our dues the lowest in the state. If you would like to discuss sponsorship 

opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that 

appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Brud.  Cash sponsorships in excess of the cost of 

publishing this newsletter in its current format will augment our local military and veteran outreach activities, 

increasing the positive effect that we have on our local community. Consider inviting your neighbors to partici-

pate by sharing this newsletter with them and talking about MOAA SENCLAND.  Whenever possible, please 

patronize our sponsors and let them know we all appreciate their support of our important initiatives. 

 

tel:(910)%20791-3999
tel:(910)%20791-3999
mailto:kwkswk@att.net
http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/
mailto:bruddeas@gmail.com
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837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 
“…Creating lifelong memories every day” 

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

www.appleanniesbakeshop.com 
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THE SENCLAND 

CHAPTER 

of the 

MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION OF 

AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 10015 

Wilmington, NC  28404 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE  

REQUESTED 

 

May 2018 
 

 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) Membership Application Form 

Date of Application:  __________________________________________ 

Active Duty _______ Active Reservist _______    Retired _______     Former Officer _______   

Name:  _____________________________________ Rank _______    Service ______________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________State______       Zip+4 ____________ 

Date of Birth MM/DD/YYYY:  _____________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name:  _______________________________ Home Phone:  _____________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a National MOAA member?   _________ Annual _________ Life Member __________ 

Note:  It is not necessary that you be a member of National MOAA in order to join the local chapter although we 

strongly encourage you to become a National MOAA member. 

Your National MOAA membership number (on magazine label): ___________________________________ 

Annual chapter dues of $20.00 are waived for the current calendar year for new members! Please complete this form  

and mail to the return address above.  Call Al Schroetel, Membership Chairman, at 910-686-6905 or email  

downeast@bellsouth.net if you have any questions. We look forward to meeting you! 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net

